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Sub: Clarification on Coverage under Old Pension Ssheme (OPS) in terms of Railway
Board’s letter dated-03.03.2020-regarding.
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A copy of Railway Board’s letter No. D-43/12/2018-F(E)IIl dated 10.06.2022 on the above
quoted subject is forwarded herewith for information, guidance and necessary action.
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I:nel: As above, (Prakhar Gupta)
Dy. Chief Personnel Officer (HQ)
For Principal Chief Personnel Officer.
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R.B.E. No. £9/2022

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA (9TZd §7H17)
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (Y& #ATe)
RAILWAY BOARD (Y@ a@12)

No. D-43/12/2018-F(E)lll New Delhi, dated:|) .06.2022.

The General Managers/Principal Financial Advisors,
All Zonal Railways/Production Units etc.,
DGs of RDSO and NAIR.

Sub:- Clarification on coverage under Old Pension Scheme(OPS) in terms of
Railway Board’s letter dated 03.03.2020 - regarding.
Please refer to Board's letter of even number dated 03.03.2020 circulating DOP&PW's OM
No. 57/04/2019-P&PW(B) dated 17.02.2020 vide which instructions have been issued for coverage of
those railway servants under Railway Services (Pension) Rules, 1993 in whose case selection for
appointment was finalized before 01.01.2004 against the vacancies occurring before 01.01.2004, but
who joined railway service on or after 01.01.2004.

Attention is also invited towards Board’s letter of even number dated 30.09.2020 wherein it
has been clarified that if a railway servant, who was otherwise eligible to exercise option in terms of
Board’s instructions dated 03.03.2020, has already died, the option exercised by the member of the
family, who is eligible to receive NPS benefits on death of the Railway servant in accordance with
PFRDA (Exits and Withdrawal under NPS) Regulations, may be accepted and processed in
accordance with the instructions contained in Board’s letter of even number dated 03.03.2020

2. Some of the Zonal Railways had sought clarification regarding the applicability of the Board's
instructions dated 03.03.2020 in the following circumstances:-

(a) Employees who have given option for coverage under Old Pension Scheme (OPS) in
place of National Pension System (NPS); however, they retired before the approval of
the competent authority.

(b) Employees, who after retirement, have given option for coverage under OPS to NPS
and they are found to be eligible for coverage under OPS.

3. The issue has been examined in consultation with Department of Pension & Pensioners
Welfare (DOP&PW) and it is clarified that there is no restriction on applicability of Board's letter of
even number dated 03.03.2020 to the employees who are otherwise eligible for the coverage under
Railway Services (Pension) Rules, 1993 in terms of these instructions and who retired from service
before the issue of this letter. In case, an employee has already availed benefits under National
Pension System (NPS) on his retirement from service, the Government contribution and returns
thereon under the NPS would require to be refunded along with applicable interest by the Railway
servant in order to avail the benefit of Railway Services (Pension) Rules, 1993, in case he is found
eligible for coverage under these Rules in terms of Board's letter dated 03.03.2020.

4. This disposes of the issues raised by WCR and NCR vide their letters no .
WCR/HQ/A/Cs/Pension Settlement/Misc. dated 18.01.2022 and 797-E/Estt/NG/Cadre/Misc/18-20

dated, 22.12.2021, respectively. k )
\.'\-/,/’\' / (Sanjay Prashar)

o ol Deputy Director, Finance (Estt)lll,

\ — ¢ Railway Board.

D.A.: As above
Contd....2/-



